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From Weigle to Kittel: Perceptions of
Dasasahitya among the Basel Missionaries

The lecture discusses elements from the Basel missionaries’ writings on
Dasasahitya in the nineteenth century. It will deal with the writings of
mainly three missionaries: Gottfried Weigle, Hermann Moegling and
Ferdinand Kittel. These materials span across three decades — 1840s to
1870s. The lecture identifies the differences in perceptions and
approaches to Dasasahitya by the above missionaries and also hints at
the implications of these perceptions for the soon-to-be-
institutionalised “Kannada literature” of which Dasasahitya is an
important part.
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