
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inaugural Conference of the  

Swiss Network for Law and Society 

 

Voices of Law | Les voix du droit 

 
15-16 September 2022 

 

University of Lausanne, Geopolis Building 

 

Detailed programme 
  



 

 

Thursday 15 September 2022 

09:15-10:00 Introduction 

Room: Geopolis 1620  

- Manon Jendly: Introductory words of the Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Law, Criminal 

Justice and Public Administration 

- Fiona Friedli, Jonathan Miaz, and Damian Rosset (UNIL): Introduction to the conference 

“Voices of Law” 

 

10 :00-12 :00 Panel Session 

Justice in action : qualitative approaches / La justice en action : approches 

qualitatives 

Room: Geopolis 1620 | Languages: French and English 

Chair: Christin Achermann (UNINE) 

Discussants: Géraldine Bugnon (UNIGE & HETS-GE) & Christin Achermann (UNINE) 

- Wiebke Wiesigel (UNINE) “This is a court of law, not a village committee” – boundary-

making by state court magistrates in rural Zambia 

- Cécile Greset & Stéphanie Perez Rodrigo (UNIGE) Violences sexuelles et forte proximité 

relationnelle : les silences du Ministère public 

- Ahmed Ajil (UNIL) Searching Daech in Bellinzona: An ethnography of Swiss terrorism 

trials 

- Fiona Friedli (UNIL) Ethnographie multiscalaire de la justice : observer la régulation des 

contentieux familiaux judiciaires de la première instance au Tribunal fédéral 

Droit et politique / Law and politics  

Room: Geopolis 1628 | Languages: French and English 

Chair: Émilie Rosenstein (HETSL) 

Discussants: Sophie Weerts (UNIL) & Émilie Rosenstein (HETSL) 

- Matthieu Thomas (UNIL) Défaire les « faussaires de l’histoire » dans l’arène judiciaire : 

les voix de la lutte contre le négationnisme en Suisse 

- Mohamed Jeghllaly (UNIL) La double nationalité comme ressource et obstacle à 

l’éligibilité aux fonctions politiques dans la Libye postrévolutionnaire 

- Sophie Serrano (UNINE) Legitimation Strategies of Moral Entrepreneurs: Moral 

Justification, Self-Regulation, and Advocacy of Genevan Philanthropy 

- Jonathan Miaz (UNIL) Les voix·es du droit international dans les processus législatifs 

cantonaux : les cas de la Convention d’Istanbul et de la Convention de l’ONU sur les 

droits des personnes handicapées en Suisse 

 

12:00-13:30 Lunch Break 



 

 

13:30-15:00 Panel Session 

Sociolegal perspectives on foster care / Perspectives sociojuridiques sur le 

placement d’enfants 

Room: Geopolis 2230 | Languages: English & French 

Chair: Véronique Jaquier Erard (UNINE) 

Discussants: Karl Hanson (UNIGE) & David Pichonnaz (HEVS) 

- Géraldine Bugnon (UNIGE & HETS-GE) “Nous, on ne prend pas de décisions.” 

Paradoxes de la judiciarisation en protection de l’enfance 

- Mira Ducommun (UNINE) Guardianship authorities as mediators of Civil law. The 

interplay of different actors in child placement decisions in the 1960s and 1970s 

- Mia Dambach (UNIGE) When is coercive decision-making in the Swiss foster care 

system “justified” according to international standards that leads to the removal of the 

child and placement into foster care? 

Justice in action : quantitative approaches 

Room: Geopolis 1620 | Language: English 

Chair: Meike Ramon (UNIL) 

Discussants: Martino Maggetti (UNIL) & Meike Ramon (UNIL) 

- Mathis Schnell (UNINE) The role of disbelief in SOGIESC-asylum: How the Swiss Federal 

Administrative Court produces deservingness through credibility 

- Clément Marquet (UNIGE) Home sweet home: Nationality as a decisive factor in 

international adjudication 

- Jakob Merane (ETHZ) Measuring Gender Composition in the Swiss Federal Supreme 

Court 

Voices of human rights and international law 

Room: Geopolis 1628 | Language: English 

Chair: Eléonore Lépinard (UNIL) 

Discussants: Nataliya Tchermalykh (UNIGE) & Eléonore Lépinard (UNIL) 

- Cristina Teleki (Graduate Institute) Cause-Lawyering on behalf of Victims of Military 

Conflict – Should the Cause Change the Law? 

- Agathe Mora (U. of Sussex) Human rights at/on the cliff edge: reflexive positionalities  

- Julie Billaud (Graduate Institute) Voices of Trust: the International Committee of the Red 

Cross’ Response to Urban Violence 

 

15:00-15:30 Coffee Break 

 

  



 

 

15:30-17:00 Panel Session 

Experts, intermediaries and judicial decision-making 

Room: Geopolis 1628 | Language: English 

Chair: Nadja Capus (UNINE) 

Discussants: Marylène Lieber (UNIGE) & Nadja Capus (UNINE) 

- Florian Geering (UZH) Lawyers Help: Voicing Subsidiary Constitutional Complaints 

- Cornelia Griebel & Franziska Hohl Zürcher (UNINE) Intercept interpreters in police 

communication surveillance: how many voices does law in action have in a multilingual 

context? 

- Meike Ramon (UNIL) Identity recognition through humans and machines 

Legal consciousness and access to justice 

Room: Geopolis 1620 | Language: English 

Chair: Sébastien Chauvin (UNIL) 

Discussants: Lisa Borrelli (HEVS) & Sébastien Chauvin (UNIL) 

- Gesine Fuchs (HSLU) Gaps, opacity, and distrust: Access to justice in social assistance in 

Switzerland 

- Eléonore Lépinard & Sélima Kebaili (UNIL) Disenchanting the law? Muslim women 

navigating Islamic veil regulations in France and Switzerland 

- Katharina Winkler & Anna Wyss (UNIBE) Refining the conceptualisation of legal 

consciousness. Insights from a research project on precarious housing 

 

17:00-17:15 Coffee Break 

 

17:15-18:30 Roundtable 

Developing empirical research on law : practices and challenges 

Room: Geopolis 1612 | Language: English 

 

Moderators: Damian Rosset (UNIL & UNINE) & Jonathan Miaz (UNIL) 

Speakers:  

- Gesine Fuchs (HSLU) 

- Tobias Eule (UNIBE) 

- Véronique Jaquier (UNINE) 

- Karl Hanson (UNIGE) 

 

18:30-20:00 Cocktail dinner 

   Geopolis hall, in front of GEO 1612  



 

 

Friday 16 September 2022 

09:00-09:15 Welcome coffee 

 

09:15-10:45 Panel Session 

Voices of family law / Les voix du droit de la famille 

Room: Geopolis 1620 | Languages: French & English 

Chair: Fiona Friedli (UNIL) 

Discussants: Sandra Hotz (UNINE) & Fiona Friedli (UNIL) 

- Gaëlle Aeby, Michelle Cottier & Bindu Sahdeva (UNIGE) The role of legal intermediaries 

in the shaping of divorce agreements: a gendered intermediation process? 

- Sabrina Burgat (UNINE) Le bien de l’enfant lors de l’attribution de la garde dans les 

procédures en droit de la famille 

- Laura Bernardi & Gentiane Schwarzer (UNIL) The Swiss Federal Jurisprudence on 

Shared Physical Custody: Judges' "voices" in federal court decisions 

Crises, courts and legal change 

Room: Geopolis 1628 | Languages: French & English  

Chair: Véronique Boillet (UNIL) 

Discussants: Grégoire Mallard (Graduate Institute) & Véronique Boillet (UNIL) 

- Mélanie Levy (UNINE) Judicial discourse in the aftermath of a public health crisis: when 

epidemiology and proportionality meet 

- Clémence Demay & Mathilde Krähenbühl (UNIL) Le non-désir d’enfant comme 

argument symbolique dans les procès climatiques : dépossession et essentialisation 

induites par le recours à l’arène judiciaire 

- Marta Zamorska (UNIL) “If you don’t take this case, you’re not our father anymore” – 

how social engagement through strategic climate change litigation is reshaping the 

legal and judiciary world. 

Intermédiaires et profanes du droit face à la justice 

Room: Geopolis 2230 | Language : French 

Chair: Damian Rosset (UNIL & UNINE) 

Discussant: Bernard Voutat (UNIL) 

- Filippo Contarini (MPI & UNILU) La voix des laïques et leurs « bruit » dans l’histoire du 

droit pénal suisse 

- Djemila Carron (UQAM) & Nesa Zimmermann (UNINE) La Réécriture de jugement : une 

forme de mobilisation collective ? 

- Brian Favre (UNIL) Comment les actrices et acteurs humains du monde juridictionnel 

entreprennent-ils leur rôle de porte-voix face au vivant non humain ? Éléments 

prospectifs pour une recherche collaborative de terrain 



 

 

10:45-11:15 Coffee Break 

 

11:15-12:30 Conferences 

Droit et sciences sociales : opportunités et contraintes d’un décloisonnement 

disciplinaire 

Room: Geopolis 1612 | Language: Français 

Moderator: Fiona Friedli (UNIL) 

Speakers:  

- Sophie Weerts (UNIL)  

- Bernard Voutat (UNIL) 

 

12:30-14:00 Lunch Break 

 

14:00-16:00 Panel Session 

Rights, citizenship and social cohesion 

Room: Geopolis 1620 | Language: English 

Chair: Florian Grisel (U. of Oxford) 

Discussants: Tobias Eule (UNIBE) & Florian Grisel (U. of Oxford) 

- Sandra King-Savic (UNISG) Labels and Categories: ‘Integrating’ Citizens into the Body 

Politique 

- Barbara Lucas (HETS-GE), Lea Sgier (UNIGE), Yves Delessert (HETS-GE), & Maëlle 

Meigniez (HETSL) Laws ignored, laws misunderstood. Organisational obstacles to 

voting rights in care homes for the elderly in Switzerland 

- Luca Pfirter (UNINE) Christin Achermann (UNINE), & Lisa Borelli (HEVS): ‘For just 

decision we need you!’ Relational decision-making and the bureaucratic exclusion of 

‘poor others’ 

- Barbara Von Rütte (UNIBAS) & Manuela Huggentobler (UNIBE) The ‘so-called 

intersectionality: The reluctance of the Swiss judiciary to engage with theories of 

structural inequality 

  



 

 

Voices of human rights 

Room: Geopolis 1628 | Language: English 

Chair: Evelyne Schmid (UNIL) 

Discussants: Luis Rivera Velez (UNIL) & Evelyne Schmid (UNIL) 

- Rafael Carrano Lelis (Graduate Institute) Reimagining a Queer Human: The Social and 

Legal Production of Subjects in International Human Rights Law Discourse 

- Kiri Santer (UNIBE) Multi-pronged approaches to accountability in migration control: 

human rights institutions, affected publics and the rights-bearing subject 

- Ezgi Yildiz (Graduate Institute) Between Forbearance and Audacity: How the European 

Court Redefined the Norm against Torture 

- Mina Rauschenbach (KU Leuven) The role of social recognition for disregarded victims 

of serious human rights violations. A case study from Colombia and El Salvador 

Rapports au(x) droit(s) 

Room: Geopolis 2230 | Language: French 

Chair: Marta Roca i Escoda (UNIL) 

Discussants: Jonathan Miaz (UNIL) & Marta Roca i Escoda (UNIL) 

- Emilie Rosenstein (HETSL) Droits sociaux, activation et sentiment d’éligibilité : la 

réception des réformes de l’assurance-invalidité du point de vue de ses destinataires 

- Aurélie Masciulli Jung & Katja Haunreiter (HETSL) Décès, deuil et droit dans le monde 

du travail 

- Frédérique Leresche (HETS FR) Militer pour le recours aux droits sociaux et s’opposer au 

pouvoir symbolique et institutionnel de l’État 

 

16:00-16:15 Coffee Break 

 

16:15-17:00 Conclusion & What next? 

Room: Geopolis 1620 

Meeting to conclude the conference and to discuss the next steps for the Swiss 

Network for Law & Society 

Moderators: Fiona Friedli, Jonathan Miaz, & Damian Rosset (UNIL)  

 

 

  Want to join the Swiss Network for Law and Society ? 

Go on our website lawandsociety.ch/directories/ and fill in the 

online questionnaire to appear in our directories 

https://lawandsociety.ch/directories/


 

 

 

Swiss Network for Law & Society 

https://lawandsociety.ch/  

Contact: info@lawandsociety.ch 

Executive Board:  

- Fiona Friedli, Plateforme de recherche en Études Genre (PLAGE), Institut des sciences 

sociales, Université de Lausanne 

- Jonathan Miaz, Institut d’études politiques & Centre de droit comparé, européen et 

international, Université de Lausanne  

- Damian Rosset, Laboratoire d’études des processus sociaux, Université de Neuchâtel, & 

Institut d’études politiques, Université de Lausanne 

Executive Assistant: 

- Cloé Vianin, Institut d’études politiques, Université de Lausanne 

Scientific Committee:  

- Christin Achermann, Centre de droit des migrations & Laboratoire d’études des 

processus sociaux, Université de Neuchâtel 

- Véronique Boillet, Centre de droit public, Université de Lausanne 

- Nadja Capus, Centre romand de recherche en criminologie, Université de Neuchâtel 

- Michelle Cottier, Centre d’étude, de technique et d’évaluation législatives, Université de 

Genève 

- Tobias Eule, Institut für öffentliches Recht, Universität Bern 

- Julia Eckert, Institut für Sozialanthropologie, Universität Bern 

- Eléonore Lépinard, Centre en études genre, Université de Lausanne 

- Marylène Lieber, Institut des études de genre, Université de Genève 

- Grégoire Mallard, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Graduate Institute of 

International and Development Studies 

- Marta Roca i Escoda, Centre en études genre, Université de Lausanne 

- Evelyne Schmid, Centre de droit comparé, européen et international, Université de 

Lausanne 

- Bernard Voutat, Centre de recherche sur l’action politique, Université de Lausanne 

- Sophie Weerts, Institut de hautes études en administration publique, Université de 

Lausanne 

 

Thank you to our sponsors:  

- Université de Lausanne (FDCA ; IEP ; ISS ; PlaGe)  

- SNSF funded ILSP project www.unil.ch/ilsp   

https://lawandsociety.ch/
http://www.unil.ch/ilsp

