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Programme 
Introduction Multilocal living and sustainability     
        
Nicky Le Feuvre or/and 
Jacques-Antoine Gauthier, 
University of Lausanne, Faculty 
of Social and Political Sciences 
/ ISS/LINES-LIVES 

Institutional welcome words 12:30 12:45 

Cédric Duchene-Lacroix, 
University of Lausanne, 
ISS/LIVES 

Presentation of the workshop and organisation 12:45 13:00 

Einhard Schmid Kallert, 
University of Dortmund 

Keynote on multilocal living and sustainability 13:00 13:45 

        
Session 1 Family life     
        
Tanya Matanova, Institute of 
Ethnology and Folklore Studies 
with Ethnographic Museum at 
the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences 

Is sustainable family multilocality possible? A self-
reflective study 

13:55 14:30 

Nevena Dimitrova, Institute of 
Ethnology and Folklore Studies 
with Ethnographic Museum at 
the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences 

Body versus Soul? (or How Is It Possible to Have a 
Sustainable Way of Multilocal Living…) 

14:30 15:05 

Cleolia Sabot, University of 
Lausanne, ISS/LIVES 

From house(s) to home(s): children’s agency over 
space in lone parent families 

15:05 15:40 
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Session 2 Work related multilocal arrangement     
        

Vanya Ivanova, Institute of 
Ethnology and Folklore Studies 
with Ethnographic Museum at 
the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences 

Sustainability Factors for Urban-Rural Multi-Local Living 
Families in Bulgaria in Times of COVID-19 15:55 16:30 

Lisa Garde, Research Institute 
for Regional and Urban 
Development ILS, Dortmund 

Work-related multi-local living and sustainability – 
What role do employers play? 16:30 17:05 

Markus Kaltenbach, Architekt 
und Stadtplaner, Karlsruhe From Multi-local Living to Multi-local Working 17:05 17:40 

Heiko Rüger and Nico Stawarz, 
Federal Institute for 
Population Research (BiB), 
Wiesbaden, Germany 

Health and social effects of work-related multi-locality 
a research overview 17:40 18:15 

        
Session 3 Spatiality     
        
Anne Kuhn, Elif-Beyza Gök, 
Nora Burlon, Solveig Merx, 
University of Dortmund 

Recreational second homes in rural peripheral areas – 
curse or blessing for region and population? 

09:00 09:35 

Drouet Quentin, University of 
Savoie Mont Blanc 

Can multi-local dwellers sustainably replace permanent 
inhabitants in mountain resorts? 

09:35 10:10 

Tatiana Bajuk Senčar, Institute 
of Slovenian Ethnology 
ZRC SAZU 

Researching Sustainable Multilocality:  The Case of 
Secondary Home Ownership in Slovenia 

10:10 10:45 

Matteo Colleoni, Luca 
Daconto, Simone Caiello, 
University of Milano-Bicocca 

Transition towards Multi-locality and sustainable 
practices: a positive encounter? 

10:45 11:20 

Cédric Duchêne-Lacroix, 
University of Lausanne 

Conclusion of the meeting 11:20 11:35 

        
After session Organisation of the network     
        
Team  COST action and next conference 11:45 12:30 
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Resume 
 
Multi-local living, the fact of living in more than one habitual dwelling at the same time, is a widespread 

practice that can be perceived as unsustainable. Multi-locality is affecting more and more people in all 

strata of society: work-family weekend commuters, Living Apart Together couples (LATs), children in 

joint custody, patchwork families, national or transnational long-distance workers, seasonal workers, 

(high-)mobile professions, expatriates, secondary residents, students, transmigrants... (Wood, Hilti et 

al. 2015; Duchene-Lacroix 2014, Hilti 2009). All of them have different living characteristics with an 

impact on sustainability or that apply different sustainability strategies.  

Sustainability is a very broad term that corresponds to globalized crises such as climate disruption, 

health crises, agricultural losses, and also local risks for social cohesion or for the quality of life. Late 

modern lifestyles have a significant influence on the social life, on the health of biodiversity, on mineral 

and biological resources, etc. Residential multi-locality is an increasingly important issue in this.  

Living in several places at the same time means using more than one accommodation, travelling 

between these residences with varying frequency and not being physically present everywhere. 

Economically, it could mean additional costs for mobility, for the maintenance of the accommodation 

or for life on the spot. Moreover, living multi-locally is not a free choice and in every case a further 

burden for individuals and groups with less resources and capacities. Socially, it could mean having to 

deal with the absence of people from one of the places (family cohesion and sustainability, local social 

participation). Finally, environmentally, multi-local living could consume a larger size of dwellings, 

more resources, more energy for travelling between dwellings or for heating the dwelling, etc. All of 

this raises the question of sustainability: At a time when we are talking about sustainability, is it really 

acceptable to live (and to work) in more than one context at a time? But reversely, we know only very 

little about whether multi-local living is less sustainable as comparable alternatives. Are there 

sustainable ways to practice multi-locality and which are they?   

If some aspects of residential multi-locality do not correspond to sustainability objectives, what can be 

done to reduce the negative impact of these aspects? Thus, forms of spatial planning such as the 

15minute city (Paris), the Superblocks (Barcelona), or the pedestrian city (Vitoria-Gasteiz), a collective 

transport systems can facilitate multi-locality sustainability, not only in terms of lower costs and energy 

resources but also of local social cohesion.  
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Finally, if we want to reduce the amount (of certain forms) of residential multi-locality, what 

alternatives could we develop? Can new technologies provide solutions? (videoconferencing), Fusion 

Mobility (FM) or Building Blocks (BBs) approach? Thinking about the sustainability of residential 

multilocality means integrating it into a systemic perspective, which should invite us to rethink even 

our advanced modernity (Neun, Cortesi & Kesselring 2020). In this regard, residential multi-locality can 

be considered as part of a major social transformation.  

Residential multi-locality can have an impact on all aspects of sustainability at the societal and 

community level, as well as at the neighborhoods and for households or individuals. In the term of 

sustainability, we have outlined some of the risks of multi-residential practices that need to be 

analysed in depth. But it might also be possible that residential multi-locality is a sustainable solution 

compared to other alternatives (e.g. long-distance commuting). To what extent would this be the case?   

Multi-local living, like sustainability, is a very vast and multiple reality which concerns a diversity of 
disciplines. We propose that contributors to the conference focus their papers in the following areas:   

1. Residential multi-locality and sustainable families 

2. Sustainability of work related multilocal living 

3. Sustainability of secondary homes 
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