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GENERAL CONTEXT
Climate change is causing significant changes in high mountain areas, with strong impacts on tourism 
and recreational activities. Temporal and spatial reduction of snow cover, glacier retreat, permafrost 
degradation and related hazards, summer droughts and heat waves are prominent examples. In the 
face of these changes, both supply and demand for mountain tourism need to adapt. Sustainable 
adaptation aims to reduce the vulnerability of stakeholders. However, inaction or maladaptive strategies 
will increase vulnerability to climate change. To understand the outcomes of adaptation strategies, 
social and environmental sciences are crucial. Although geographical research allows the development 
of holistic approaches that integrate both perspectives, these approaches are still underdeveloped and 
deserve special attention.

Accordingly, the aim of this session is to discuss the relevance and the methods to be developed 
for interdisciplinary research to support and inform adaptation strategies for mountain tourism and 
recreation under climate change. An initial panel discussion will be followed by a mentoring event for 
early career researchers. The aim of this mentoring event is to allow an in-depth discussion between the 
senior researcher and the ECR on the relevance and methods of developing interdisciplinary research 
to inform adaptation strategies for mountain tourism and recreation under climate change.

SESSION DESCRIPTION
The ECR Mentoring event offers early-career researchers the opportunity to be mentored by a senior 
researcher in the field of tourism and climate change adaptation. ECR Mentoring will follow a panel 
format, bringing together four senior researchers working on adaptation issues in mountain tourism 
and recreation. The mentors will provide guidance by sharing their own experiences in bringing 
together social and environmental sciences. This mentoring event aims to help develop the skills of 
ECRs in a supportive and non-judgmental way. The ECR Mentoring Event will be a face-to-face event 
with a capacity of 20 ECRs.

The provisional program of ECR mentoring event is structured as follows:
-   2 minutes to present the ECR’s ideas/questions to the group,
-   40 minutes in small groups, where the ECR can talk in more depth with other participants who have
    common interests. A senior researcher mentor will coordinate the discussion in each group.
-   10 minutes to wrap up the session and get feedback from all participants.

TARGET AUDIENCE
The target group for the ECR mentoring event is PhD students and researchers in training who are 
looking for mentoring from experts in the field of mountain tourism and climate change adaptation 
who combine social and environmental sciences in their work.

We invite you to send your CV to the organisers at the following email addresses: 
emmanuel.salim@unil.ch
lucas.berard@inrae.fr 

Deadline for application is March 1, 2023.
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