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Bicycle Infrastructure: The Devil Is in the 
Details
It is not difficult to describe the ideal bicycle infrastructure. 
It is well described in the Design Manual for Bicycle Traffic, 
the CROW Manual. We all know the five main require-
ments: coherence, comfort, directness, safety and health, 
attractiveness.

But when it comes to the actual building of the infrastruc-
ture, it is a different story. The theoretical design often does 
not fit into the actual circumstances. For instance there 
is not enough space for an acceptably wide path, the hill 
is too steep, the corner too sharp. The details, essential 
for the construction, are not clearly described or drawn in 
the design. It is exactly these details that distinguish the 
difference between good and bad infrastructure, between 
happy or disappointed cyclists.

In the presentation the philosophy of good cycle infrastruc-
ture will be explained, and some details – and how to deal 
with them – will be shown.
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This presentation is part of the seminar series «Cycling 
Urbanism: Learning from the Dutch Experience» organised 
by OUVEMA with the support of the Competence Centre 
in Sustainability, the Institute of Geography and Sustainabi-
lity and the Institute of Sport Sciences of the University of 
Lausanne.
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