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Call for papers

The Historical Network Research community is very pleased to announce the call for papers for
the Historical Networks Research conference 2024 which will take place at the University of
Lausanne (Switzerland), from Monday 8 July until Wednesday 10 July, 2024.

Conference website:

The Historical Network Research Conference

The phenomena studied by the historical sciences are, by their very nature, complex situations:
they involve, for example, interwoven personal relationships, collective dynamics that structure
social and cultural space, or political and economic systems that operate at local and global levels.
The network metaphor is frequently used to describe this entanglement. In recent decades,
however, historians have begun to think about ways of formalizing this approach, appropriating
the concepts and tools of graph theory to provide a new perspective on archives. The application
of formal network analysis to history is now a highly fertile field of experimentation and research.
It can be used to analyze the geographical logics of major circulation networks, to highlight
brokers in affiliation networks, to compile family trees to reveal their points of contact, to study
the occurrences and co-occurrences of concepts in serial texts, to show the evolution of personal
social networks, etc. And through a great deal of empirical work, the specific features that
historical disciplines bring to network science become apparent: particular attention to the
modeling of data that is often incomplete and uncertain, the need to take account of temporality
in all its finesse, the necessity to find a language that allows mathematical results to be interpreted
in a qualitative narrative.

In 2009, following a workshop dedicated to the application of social network analysis to history, a
small community of practice, , was created. It evolved
into a series of workshops and then an international conference, of which the present edition is
the 9th to date, after conferences in Hamburg, Ghent, Lisbon, Turku, Brno, Luxembourg and
Mainz. 2013 saw the creation of the , a central tool for sharing the
community’s scientific output. In 2017, the first issue of

, was published, allowing everyone to share their research in Open Access. Other
resources include with recorded lectures and a newsletter.



Network visualization is often the first thing to be seen, whether it's an illegible but colorful node-
link diagram, an elaborate sociogram, an austere matrix or a fancy flow map. Because of our
discomfort with basing our interpretation on an object apparently built on somewhat subjective
foundations, because they are very likely to be influenced by a graphic bias, we often relegate
visualizations to a minor role in our exploratory approaches, preferring the cold (apparent)
scientificity of graph metrics. But just because we see naive uses of network visualization doesn’t
mean it can't be a highly effective tool for understanding, exploring and communicating our
research data. One of the ambitions of the conference is therefore to question our use of network
visualization in history, a concern that will be reflected in particular in the workshops and
keynotes.

Note that the HNR conference is open to all subjects involving network analysis in historical
disciplines, so the thematic emphasis of this 2024 edition has no impact on the selection of
contributions. The only effect will be that an image will be requested for each paper (after the
review phase, if not included in the submitted abstract) to create a gallery that will be displayed
during the conference to spark discussion about our network visualization practices.

For our 2024 conference, we welcome contributions discussing any historical period and
geographical area. Authors may be historians, linguists, librarians, archaeologists, art historians,
computer scientists, social scientists as well as scholars from other disciplines working with
historical data. Topics may include, but are not limited to:

e Applications of network analysis to history, art history, ancient history, intellectual history,
economic history, social history, media history, political history, history of religions,
biography, public history, micro-history, postcolonial history, global history, archaeology,
literary history, cultural history, etc.

e Analysis of specific network types, such as geospatial networks, temporal and dynamic
networks, bipartite networks, multi-layer networks, multiplex networks, etc.

¢ Methodological contributions concerning the applicability of network analysis to history,
including, for example, modeling, ontologies, linked data, the use of graph metrics, visual
network analysis, etc.

e Pedagogical contributions, presenting teaching scenarios, literacy questions, software or
feature presentations, interfaces, etc.

Formats

Long papers consist of a 20-minute presentation followed by 10 minutes of discussion, and are
intended to present comprehensive research. An abstract of 500-1000 words is required, including
at least 3 citations. It should contain a description of the paper’s subject and research questions,
an overview of the data used and methods employed, a discussion of the research results and
possibly the wider implication for network analysis in history.



Short papers consist of a 10-minute presentation followed by 5 minutes of discussion, and are
intended to present research in progress. An abstract of 300-500 words is required, including at
least 3 citations. It should contain a brief description of the subject and the research questions,
an overview of the data used and the methods employed, a discussion of any results or questions
still open at this stage.

Submission guidelines

Abstracts must be submitted via the conference management platform by January 31, 2024:

The author (or corresponding author in the case of multi-authored papers) must create an
account on the platform and then fill in the form, copying the abstract in full text (no PDF or other
attachments).

Abstracts can be written in English or French.

Citations should use the Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Author Date style (author-date in
the text, then full reference at the end).

Including an image in the abstract is encouraged to allow a general discussion of our network
visualization practices. If, for any reason, the submitted version does not contain any, authors of
accepted papers will be invited to add an image and caption at a later stage. Abstracts and images

will then be published on the conference website ahead of the event and archived in a book of
abstracts on Zenodo.

Although it is possible to follow the conference via streaming, it is nevertheless an on-site event.
By submitting a paper, authors are aware that at least one person will need to be in Lausanne to
present it.

31.01.2024 deadline for submissions

29.02.2024 notification of acceptance/rejection
01.03.2024 registration opening

30.06.2024 last possible registration for participants
8-10.07.2024 conference

31.08.2024 invitation of selected articles to JHNR



Organization

Local organizers

The conference is organized with the support of the

and the . The workshops are supported by
the
UNIL | Université de Lausanne UNIL | Université de Lausanne UNIL | Université de Lausanne
Section d'histoire Centre des sciences Atelier des histoires

historiques de la culture

The Historical Network Research Community

The brings together researchers interested in the
application of network analysis to historical disciplines. In addition to the

, it publishes the and compiles a
collaborative
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Coordination: Martin Grandjean ( )



Scientific Committee

e Sebastian Ahnert, Assistant Professor (University of Cambridge, United Kingdom)

e Laurent Beauguitte, Researcher in Geography (CNRS, Paris, France)

e Song Chen, Associate Professor, Bucknell University (United States of America)

e Luca De Benedictis, Professor of International Economics (University of Macerata and Luiss
University, Rome, Italy)

¢ Aline Deicke, Professor for Digital Humanities (Akademie der Wissenschaften und der
Literatur, Mainz, Germany)

e Lieve Donnellan, Lecturer in Classical Greek Archaeology (the University of Melbourne,
Australia)

e Marten Diring, Assistant Professor in Digital History (C2DH, University of Luxembourg)

e Thomas Efer, Researcher and Lecturer in Computational Humanities (Leipzig University,
Germany)

o Stéphanie Ginalski, Senior Lecturer in Contemporary History (University of Lausanne,
Switzerland)

e Robert Gramsch-Stehfest, Professor of Medieval History (Friedrich Schiller University of
Jena, Germany)

e Martin Grandjean, Senior Researcher in Contemporary History (University of Lausanne,
Switzerland)

¢ Alix Heiniger, Assistant Professor in Contemporary History (University of Fribourg,
Switzerland)

¢ Henning Hillmann, Professor of Economic and Organizational Sociology (University of
Mannheim, Germany)

e Tobias Hodel, Assistant Professor in Digital Humanities (University of Bern, Switzerland)

o Petter Holme, Professor of Network Science (Aalto University, Finland)

¢ Aline Johner, Senior Researcher in Modern History (University of Lausanne, Switzerland)

e Paul McLean, Professor of Sociology (Rutgers University, USA)

¢ Emmanuel Mourlon-Druol, Professor of History of European Cooperation and Integration
(European University Institute, Florence, Italy)

e Lucas Rappo, Postdoc in History and Digital Humanities (Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de
Lausanne, Switzerland)

e Christian Rollinger, Reader in Ancient history (Universitat Trier, Germany)

o Henrike Rudolph, Assistant Professor in East Asian Studies (Georg-August University
Gottingen, Germany)

o Zef Segal, Lecturer in Media Studies (College of Management, Israel)

e Marcella Tambuscio, Researcher in Digital Humanities (ZIM, University of Graz, Austria)

o Ingeborg van Vugt, Structured Data Engineer and Historian (KNAW Humanities Cluster,
Amsterdam, The Netherlands)

e Malte Vogl, Researcher in Network Science (Max Planck Institute of Geoanthropology, Jena,
Germany),

e Tobias Winnerling, Substitute Professor for Early Modern History/Programme Coordinator
of the Department of Historical Studies (Heinrich Heine University, Dusseldorf, Germany)

e Bernd Wurpts, Postdoc in Sociology (University of Lucerne, Switzerland)



Practical informations

The conference

The conference is free of charge. Please note that the conference does not cover travel or
accommodation expenses for participants.

Registration will open in spring 2024.

The conference takes place in the Synathlon building, on the campus of the University of
Lausanne, Switzerland.

See and

It's just 200 meters from the shores of Lake Geneva, whose beaches stretch for several kilometers:
don’t forget your bathing suit!

There are several food options on campus, in nearby buildings (5-8 minutes’ walk). A meal usually
costs around CHF 8-15, a sandwich around CHF 5-9.

The conference is an on-site event, but streaming of sessions is planned.
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Lausanne

The University of Lausanne campus is well served by the M1 metro line. The journey takes about
ten minutes from the city center (Lausanne-Flon stop) to the university (UNIL-Chamberonne stop)
and costs CHF 3.70 (one-way full fare). Lausanne is well integrated into the rail network, with
excellent TGV connections from Paris in the west, EuroCity from Milan in the east, and ICE from
the north, via Basel or Zurich. The nearest international airport is in Geneva, a 45min-1h train ride
from Lausanne.

The conference has no specific recommendations for accommodation. Note that Lausanne is a
place where the mountains meet the lake, and the city is therefore very steep: give preference to
accommodation close to the M2 metro line (the city’s vertical spine). The campus is located
outside the city, so there are few hotels directly on site, but the metro makes accommodation in
the city absolutely possible.

° (useful for understanding the city center and the two metro lines)
. (Lausanne district by district)



